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WJEC GCSE Religious Studies Adaptations for Assessment Summer 2022 

Religious Studies 

Unit 1: Religious Responses to Philosophical Themes 50% 

The adaptation provides optionality within the question paper that will enable learners to 

choose any 3 out of the 4 questions to answer on Unit 1. 

Units 2/3: Religious Responses to Ethical Themes 50% 

The adaptation provides optionality within the question paper that will enable learners to 

choose any 3 out of the 4 questions to answer on Unit 2/3. 

 

All Units 

These adaptations have implications for timing; instead of 120 minutes, all units would be 95 

minutes in length (5 extra minutes for learners to orientate themselves with the new rubric). 

The SPaG marks will be applied to whichever Part B (d) question learners choose to answer 

(or the first if they choose to answer both). 

The requirement to assess non-religious beliefs will be suspended in the Unit 1 Life and 

Death question. However, non-religious beliefs could be assessed in other questions within 

that topic and, therefore, should be taught. 

 

Units 1 and 2 

The requirement to study the Philosophical and Ethical Themes from the perspective of 

TWO religions (Christianity PLUS the second religion) remains. 

Changes to entry requirements/cash-in 

This adaptation applies to all learners in 2022 regardless of whether they are: 

• Sitting Unit 1 and not cashing in for a qualification 

• Short Course learners 

• Full Course learners sitting both Units. 

 

Rationale: 

This is the same as last year’s adaptation. We will adapt all units for the following reasons: 

It is impossible to mitigate the different orders in which centres have taught the course so 

centres are at liberty to make an entirely autonomous decision as to which topic (out of the 
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four) will not be assessed. All four questions will appear on each question paper but only 3 

need to be answered. 

This adaptation also gives flexibility to centres to teach the units in whichever order they 

prefer. 

This will mitigate lost teaching and learning time for all learners, whilst maintaining the 

requirement to assess both assessment objectives across the remaining three questions. 

This means that the qualification will be valid and have integrity as a GCSE. 


